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Committee of Merchants here, as the enemies of America, are industriously propagating reports which are calculated to divide us, and thereby render us an easy prey. To the Sons of Liberty in Philadelphia.*
While, as this letter evinces, the spirit of the patriots was unbroken, and relying upon the cooperation of the general Committee of One Hundred, which had some time before been appointed, they were resolved to adhere to the last, a serious defection, of which they were not. a warts had taken place* in that, committee., which gave a death blow to the non-importation league. The efforts of the Ministerialists to weaken this great bond of the Union, had been unceasing, and the governmental appliances had been but too successful.
Rhode Island had relaxed, and a meeting of the citizens was {'ailed to express their disapprobation; and also to take order, relative* to some merchandise which had been brought into the city the day before, The* proceedings of that meeting are copied from the original among the papers of the Committee of Vigilance:
u Whereas the enemies of the Liberties of America in Great Britain, have declared, in order to support, their tyranny, that the laudable agreement entered into by the merchants of North America, not to import goods, until the act of .Parliament imposing a duty on paper, glass, painters' colors, and tea, was repealed, was broke through and at an end: and whereas the merchants of Newport in the colony of .Rhode Island! although they acceded to the above compact very late; by which they have greatly advanced their private interests, and injured the cause of liberty, in which they in common with the other colonies are interested; have notwithstanding these considerations, being lost to all setme of public virtue, and influenced by a sordid regard to private* gain, lately received English and East India goods contrary to their own voluntary ami solemn contract; and thereby violated their faith pledged to the other colonies; so that they have given
* Lamb pujwr*, N, Y. Urn, Soe.